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Background
Van Mahotsav is an annual tree-planting movement in India, which began in 1950. The
name Van Mahotsava means JANGALO KA FESTIVAL. It is a weeklong festival, celebrated on
different days in different parts of India usually from 1 July to 7 July. July is the onset of the
monsoon season in India – a time when tree planting is most likely to be effective.

It has gained significant national importance and, every year, millions of saplings are
planted across India in observation of Van Mahotsav week. K.M. Munshi started it. It began
after a flourishing tree planting drive, which was undertaken in Delhi, in which national
leaders like Dr Rajendra Prasad and Jawaharlal Nehru participated.

Need for Van Mahotsav
It was initiated to overcome the rising trees shortfall in India. Thus creating a void in
sustainable development of the environment and our country. The constant felling of trees
in India has been a problem for a long time, and Van Mahotsav is important in creating
awareness of the issues.

Aim of Van Mahotsav
Raises the awareness of trees among people and highlights the need for planting.
«
To serves various purposes, such as providing alternative fuel, increasing production of
«
food resources, creating shelter-belts around fields to increase productivity, providing
food for cattle, offering shade and decorative landscapes, reducing drought and
helping to prevent soil erosion, etc.
To reduce the pollution and prevent global warming.
«
To increase the forest area of India which help to endure in balancing the nature's
«
chains of cycles.
To bring the socio economic development.
«

Details of Van Mahotsav Activities by Delhi Based ENVIS Centers
1st July 2017:
Swachhta Pakhwada and Van Mahotsav was integrally commemorated to enhance the
attributes of ‘ Swachh Bharat – Harit Bharat’ at a high succession. On this day, saplings
were planted at Defense Colony Club, Kasturba Nagar. Hon’ble Member of Parliament Smt
Meenakshi Lekhi was the Chief Guest. She encouraged the participants and the locals about
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the need for Clean India – Green India, through her high-octane motivational speech and
interactions. She also planted a sapling at Kasturba Nagar. Green March with placards was
conducted to create awareness among the locals. Delhi based ENVIS Centres, worked
efficiently as a whole team by planting 150 saplings and conducting a cleaning drive, making
this event a huge success.

5th July 2017:
In continuum, the designated team members from ENVIS Centres planted 50 saplings in
Lodhi Colony, Lodi Road Complex. In this event, residents especially the children were
involved to accomplish the Swachh Bharat- Harit Bharat – plant a tree, programme. This
was another initiative by the ENVIS Centres to sensitize and create awareness among the
locals about the importance of cleanliness and plantation.

7th July 2017:
Delhi based ENVIS Centres commemorated the last day of Van Mahotsav by planting
another 100 saplings covering the area near Lodi Estate, Jangpura, Prem Nagar. The
photographs show the full enthusiasm of all designates, in making the plantation drive a
success. Interactive sessions were also conducted like talks, debate etc in educating the
urgent of this movement. A visit was also made to previous planted areas in order to inspect
the growth and success of the event.

Photographs
Photographs 1 to 3: Glimpses of taking plant saplings from WWF to assigned places for plantation
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Fig. 4 to 7: Glimpses of plantation drive carried our in Defense Colony
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Fig. 9 to 25: Glimpses of plantation drive carried out in Lodi Road Complex by childrens
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Fig. 26 and 27: Glimpses of plantation drive carried out in Lodi Colony

27

26

Conclusion
Delhi based ENVIS Centres has successfully conducted a series of events committed to VAN
MAHOTSAV which involved meticulous planning, intensive commitment, hard work and
dedication, only made possible with a great sense of collaboration and partnership. The
impact has generated a sense of responsibility among the locals, especially the young
generations towards the need for environment sustainability, which can be accomplished
through ‘Each One – Plant One - Protect One’. Let us lend a hand to plant and save the trees.
The total no of 300 saplings were provided by WWF-India Adopt a Tree Campaign.

***
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List of Delhi Based ENVIS Centres
JNU ENVIS Centre on Biogeochemistry
CPCB ENVIS Centre on Control of Pollution Water, Air and Noise
Sulabh ENVIS Centre on Hygiene, Sanitation, Sewage Treatment Systems and Technology
CMS ENVIS Centre on Environment and Media
WWF ENVIS Centre on NGOs and Parliament
IES ENVIS Center on Panchayat in Environmental Management
SPA ENVIS Center on Human Settlements
TERI ENVIS Centre on Renewable Energy and Environment
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